The Superpowers ami the Middle East
some of the military balance of power between the Arab coun-
tries and Israel, and to strengthen the political bargaining posi-
tion of the Arabs in case efforts were made to force upon them
a political settlement with Israel."" In an effort to provide further
evidence of Russia's determination to help the Arabs, the Soviet
Premier Kosygin personally attended the Emergency Special
Session of the U.N. General Assembly which was convened on
17 June 1967, at Russia's request,*1 and called for a vigorous
condemnation of Israel's ^aggressive activities", immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of Israeli forces from the occupied
areas, and payment by the Israeli government of full reparations.
But this resolution also failed to secure the approval of the
General Assembly since most of the delegates felt that it was
too one sided. Russia was undoubtedly aware from the begin-
ning that her proposal would not muster the required two-
thirds vote, but she must have felt that it would demonstrate
her staunch support of the Arabs' cause,
vessels in the area and with crews numbering close to 25,000. As a matter
of fact, the Soviet Mediterranean Fleet has now acquired a tremendous
position of power at both ends of the Mediterranean Sea where they have
Arab harbours that they can visit. These include Alexandria and Port
Said in Egypt, Latakia in Syria, and Mers-el-Kebir in Algeria, which is
only 260 miles from the Straits of Gibralter.
wTh« Russians do not want to see another Arab-Israeli war occur
which could create pressure for their intervention on behalf of the Arabs.
Consequently, at least until 1968, the Soviet Union provided the Arabs
with only enough arms to enable them to deter further Israeli efforts at
expansion and to strengthen their bargaining position, but not enough for
them to consider an early renewal of hostilities. The June 1967 war re-
vealed to the Soviets the danger of their deepening commitment to the
Arab states without corresponding gams in political control. The Soviet
problem has been how to exercise control without alienating the Arab
'client* states jealous of their independence.
«• The Soviet purpose in calling the Emergency Session of the General
Assembly soon after the end of the Arab-Israeli fighting in June 1967,
was to assure its Arab friends that notwithstanding its inability to offer
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